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On the very last page of this book there is an author’s note. This is an important page as it gives us 
biographical information about Wangari Maathai as well as additional information about her tree 
planting project. At the very end of this page is this quote from her acceptance speech for the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2004: 
	 “We are called to assist the Earth to heal her wounds and in the process 
 		  Heal our own – indeed, to embrace the whole creation in all
			   Its diversity, beauty and wonder.”

Discuss this quotation with the class and help them understand what this means to all of us. 

If you would like to read more quotations by Wangari Maathai, you will find some at this site: 
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/w/wangari_maathai.html  

There is information about ENO Tree Planting Day, September 21 at this site: 
http://enotreeplanting2006.blogspot.com/  

ENO is short for Environment Online. Sept. 21st is International Day of Peace. ENO has a goal of planting 
100 million trees by 2017. This site has all the information you need to register plus promotional materials. 
Check it out and see what you think. 

Related title:
_____677336 PLANTING THE TREES OF KENYA: THE STORY OF WANGARI MAATHAI Nivola, 
Claire A. $18.37 ©2008 333.7/B Age Range: 05 – 08 AR RL: 5.90 The story of Wangari Maathai, winner of 
the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize and founder of the Green Belt Movement.

_____625429 WAY UP AND OVER EVERYTHING McGill, Alice $17.70 ©2008 398.2/E Age 
Range: 06 – 10 AR RL: 4.20 In this retelling of a folktale, five Africans escape the horrors of slavery 
by simply disappearing into thin air.

Reading Strategy:
Determining important ideas: Readers must determine the key ideas that are central to the story. We need 
to know our purpose for reading something to know what is important. 

WA GLE EALR 2.1: Demonstrate evidence of reading comprehension. MT SFL: CS 1: Students 
construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary works. OR SFR: 
Extend and deepen comprehensions by relating text to other texts, experiences, issues and events.

This is a story that was passed down through generations. This is explained in the book. Are stories 
still being passed down through generations? It isn’t as likely. Often children come from scrambled 
families. After reading the book, ask the children if they do know a story that their grandparents 
have told them. Have the children share their story. Ask all the children to talk with their parents 
and grandparents to see if they do have a story about their childhood they could share with them. 
Remember to ask the children about their stories on their next library day. 

Related titles:
_____625428 SURE AS SUNRISE: STORIES OF BRUH RABBIT AND HIS WALKIN’ TALKIN’ 
FRIENDS McGill, Alice $18.40 ©2004 398.2/N Age Range: 05 – 08 AR RL: 4.40 A collection of stories 
from North Carolina about the clever Bruh Rabbit and his colorful friends.
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_____416186 PEOPLE COULD FLY: THE PICTURE BOOK Hamilton, Virginia $18.37 ©2004 398.2/N 
Age Range: 04 – 08 AR RL: 2.90 In this retelling of a folktale, a group of slaves, unable to bear their sadness 
and starvation any longer, call upon the African magic that allows them to fly away.

_____515172 WHAT TO DO ABOUT ALICE? : HOW ALICE ROOSEVELT BROKE THE 
RULES Kerley, Barbara $18.39 ©2008 973.9092/B Age Range: 04 – 08 AR RL: 5.20 A biography of 
a maverick American heroine – the outspoken daughter of Teddy Roosevelt.

Reading Strategy:
Making connections between prior knowledge (schema) and the text:  Readers comprehend better when 
they think about the connections they make between the text, their lives, and the world. This is described as 
text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections.

WA GLE EALR: 2.1.4 Use prior knowledge/schema. MT SFL: CS 1: Students construct meaning 
as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary works. OR SFR: Extend and deepen 
comprehensions by relating text to other texts, experiences, issues and events. OR SFR: Draw 
connections and explain relationships between reading and other experiences.

Young children will probably not relate to who Alice Roosevelt was. However, they will relate 
to a child who broke the rules. How many children like to jump on the couch or bed? Ask them. 
What happens to them when they do this? Do they get punished? Should Alice get punished? What 
punishment would be best? Alice would sneak out of the house at night. Do any of the students sneak 
out? What would happen if they did? What should happen to Alice? Alice would throw fits and cry. 
What happens when they throw a fit? Do they always get what they want? Do the fits help? The 
illustrations provide a lot of fodder for discussion. Continue asking questions as time allows. 

Related title:
_____ 518155 MIND YOUR MANNERS, ALICE ROOSEVELT! Kimmelman, Leslie $18.37 ©2009 E 
Age Range: 04 – 08 AR RL: 4.10 What life was like for Theodore Roosevelt with his oldest daughter, Alice, 
who loved to do things that shocked the public, even when she lived in the White House.

_____703368 WHEN THE WOLVES RETURNED TO YELLOWSTONE  Patent, Dorothy 
Hinshaw  $19.07 ©2008 599.773/ N Age Range: 06 – 10 AR RL: 6.00 Documents the reintroduction 
of wolves into Yellowstone National Park.

Reading Strategy:
Asking questions: Questioning is the strategy that keeps readers engaged. Questioning helps readers solve 
problems, enhance understanding, etc. 

WA GLE: EALR: 2.1.6: Generate and answer questions before during and after reading.
MT SFR: CS 2: Apply a range of skills and strategies to read. OR SFR: Draw connections and 
explain relationships between reading and other experiences. OR SFR: Use a variety of reading 
strategies to increase comprehension and learning.
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First they removed the wolves and then they found that without the wolves there were more 
problems. You can’t really mess with nature. Then they returned the wolves to Yellowstone. What 
happened next? Read the book to find out. This book is not that long. You could read it in a class 
period. The exquisite, color photos will keep the students attention. 
There are some great web sites to use for extended information on this topic. 
This site is from the National Park System. It has a lot of places to explore. There is a great game 
called Wolf Quest. You might want to send a note home as it has to be downloaded onto a computer 
to play. 
http://yellowstone.wolfquest.org/
http://www.nps.gov/yell/forteachers/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/yell/naturescience/wolfrest.htm

 
There are quite a few short videos on the wolves in Yellowstone National Park. Most of these are on 
YouTube. Just type videos for wolves in Yellowstone National Park in Google and you will bring up the site. 
It has a list of videos. 

_____173454 WHERE TEDDY BEARS COME FROM Burgess, Mark $18.37 ©2009 E Age 
Range: 04 – 08 AR RL: 3.10 When Little Wolf cannot fall asleep, he decides that he needs a teddy 
bear and goes into the woods to see if he can find out where to get one.

Reading Strategy:
Asking questions: Questioning is the strategy that keeps readers engaged. Questioning helps readers solve 
problems, enhance understanding, etc. 

WA GLE: EALR: 2.1.6: Generate and answer questions before during and after reading.
MT SFR: CS 2: Apply a range of skills and strategies to read. OR SFR: Draw connections and 
explain relationships between reading and other experiences. OR SFR: Use a variety of reading 
strategies to increase comprehension and learning.

Keep this book out of circulation until you have used it in December. You will want the ending to be 
a surprise. This book is great for teaching literary allusions to younger students. Before reading the 
book, ask your class, “Where do Teddy Bears come from?” Allow them time to answer. Then ask 
them, “If you were a wolf where would you find a Teddy Bear?” After they have had time to answer, 
read the story.  The children will love the story. If you have time the kids could draw and name Little 
Wolf’s teddy bear. 

_____589652 THE WILLOUGHBYS Lowry, Lois $17.70 ©2008 F Age Range: 09 – 12 AR RL: 
5.20 The four Willoughby children set about to become “deserving orphans” after their neglectful 
parents embark on a treacherous adventure, leaving them in the care of an odious nanny.

Reading Strategy:
Making connections between prior knowledge (schema) and the text:  Readers comprehend better when 
they think about the connections they make between the text, their lives, and the world. This is described as 
text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections.

WA GLE EALR: 2.1.4 Use prior knowledge/schema. MT SFL: CS 1: Students construct meaning 
as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary works. OR SFR: Extend and deepen 
comprehensions by relating text to other texts, experiences, issues and events. OR SFR: Draw 
connections and explain relationships between reading and other experiences.
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This book is chocked full of lessons. It has a great glossary and also has a list of all of the books 
that are alluded to in the text. Both of these lists are found at the back of the book. Lessons could 
easily be built around both of these tools. However, for a library lesson read chapters 2 and 3 aloud. 
These chapters have several literary allusions. Have the students name the books. They might not 
know the books, but they probably have seen the movies for some of the titles. Have the students 
share information about these books. This way they will connect their relevancy to the book you are 
introducing. 

Chapters to read aloud:
If you only have time to read a passage aloud choose chapters 1, 2, 3. You could choose only chapters 5 & 6 
and then ask the students if they think the nanny will really be odious.

Related titles:
_____832064 AUSTERE ACADEMY Snicket, Lemony $15.59 ©2000 F Age Range: 09 – 14  AR RL: 
6.70 The Baudelaire orphans are shipped off to a miserable boarding school, where they befriend the two 
Quagmire triplets.

_____832068 BAD BEGINNING Snicket, Lemony $15.59 ©1999 F Age Range: 09 – 14 AR RL: 6.40 After 
the sudden death of their parents, the three Baudelaire children must depend on their wits when a distant 
relative tries to get their fortune.

_____185211 WOLFSNAIL :  A BACKYARD PREDATOR Campbell, Sarah C.  $18.37 ©2008 
594/N Age Range: 04 – 09 AR RL: 4.40 The story of a day in the life of a wolfsnail offers kids an 
introduction to the food chain.

Reading Strategy:
Asking questions: Questioning is the strategy that keeps readers engaged. Questioning helps readers solve 
problems, enhance understanding, etc. 

WA GLE: EALR: 2.1.6: Generate and answer questions before during and after reading.
MT SFR: CS 2: Apply a range of skills and strategies to read. OR SFR: Draw connections and 
explain relationships between reading and other experiences. OR SFR: Use a variety of reading 
strategies to increase comprehension and learning.

Depending on the age of your audience you could do one of these lessons. Before reading the book 
to the class, tell your students that they need to listen carefully so that they will be able to ask one 
question after they hear the story. They will need to be able to both ask the question and answer it. 
The students may then ask their questions and see if another student can answer it after you have 
finished the book.
If you are using the book with older students use the glossary for an activity. List the glossary words 
in one column and the definitions in another. Mix either the words or the definitions, so that the kids 
will have to match the words and definitions after listening to the book. Tell the kids what they will 
be doing before reading the book, so that they will listen very carefully. You might even read the 
glossary words prior to reading the book. 

Related titles:
_____567033 LET’S LOOK AT SNAILS Waxman, Laura Hamilton $24.18 ©2010 594/N Age range: 05 – 
08 AR RL: 2.90 Discover the physical characteristics, habitat, behaviors, and life cycle of the snail.
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_____939307 CREEPING LAND SNAILS White, Nancy $17.67 ©2009 594/N Age Range: 06 – 09 AR 
RL: 4.40 Learn about the natural habitat, physical characteristics, diet and behavior of this slow-moving, 
unique invertebrate.

_____704816 WOODS RUNNER Paulsen, Gary $17.69 ©2010 F Age Range: 10 – 14 AR RL: 5.50 
In 1776, 13-year-old Samuel sets out toward New York City to rescue his kidnapped parents from 
British soldiers and Indians.

Reading Strategy:
Asking questions: Questioning is the strategy that keeps readers engaged. Questioning helps readers solve 
problems, enhance understanding, etc. 

WA GLE: EALR: 2.1.6: Generate and answer questions before during and after reading.
MT SFR: CS 2: Apply a range of skills and strategies to read. OR SFR: Draw connections and 
explain relationships between reading and other experiences. OR SFR: Use a variety of reading 
strategies to increase comprehension and learning.

Six-Trait Writing:
Organization: The internal structure of the writing.

If you have been looking for a good book to read aloud on the Revolutionary War you don’t have to 
look any further. This book is excellent. Students will know what the war was like after listening to 
this tale. It wasn’t pretty. They will understand the time and place. 
Paulsen has alternated historical notes and fiction. The historical notes are not long and laborious. 
They are short, punchy and informative. Take these 18 historical topics and give each student one 
topic. Several students will get duplicate topics. It won’t matter. Have the students spend a library 
period finding information on their topic. Have the students report back the next week. It doesn’t 
have to be a big deal. They just need to know something about their topic. After they have this 
background knowledge, begin reading the book. They should listen more carefully after doing the 
activity.

Chapter to read aloud:
If you only have time to read a chapter to get the students interested in the book read page 25, and the chapter 
that follows. 

Related titles:
_____077455 FIGHTING GROUND Avi $21.70 ©1984 F Age Range: 10 – 12 AR RL: 4.20 13 year-old 
Jonathan goes off to fight in the Revolutionary War and discovers the real war is being fought within himself.

_____678190 SCARLET STOCKINGS SPY Noble, Trinka Hakes $18.37 ©2004 F Age Range: 08 – 12 
AR RL: 5.60 In 1777 Philadelphia, young Maddy Rose spies for General Washington’s army by using a code 
to communicate with her brother. 


